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15th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Since the announcement on Sunday that schools should begin to reopen, I have been carefully 
considering the safest way for us to do this. I know that many parents will be anxious about the prospect 
of sending their child into school, having been instructed to stay home for the last few weeks. 
 
I’m sure that, like me, you are hoping that we can all soon return to something approaching the normality 
we once enjoyed. However, our first priority is that we can do this safely - for children, their families and 
our staff team. 
 
We have a wonderful, committed staff team and we are all desperate to welcome our children back to 
school. Some members of staff will not be able to return to school in the near future due to health 
concerns, but are working hard from home to support us. Others are able to return to school and 
supervise children. 
 
Since we had to close our school to most pupils on 20th March, we have remained open for children of 
essential workers. Although their days have been far removed from what we are all used to, we have 
kept them safe and occupied whilst their parents have continued their valuable work. We may be in a 
position to extend this childcare provision to an increased number of children from 1st June. This will not 
be a return to our usual school day. 
 
The guidance from the Government recommends small classes that do not interact with other groups in 
the school. This means that we will need to use all available teaching areas for the children in school - 
they may not be in their usual classroom.  
 
Children will be allocated new classes (where possible with children from their existing classes) and 
adults who will supervise them. This group will be in a ‘bubble’. As we will have more classes than 
teachers, many children will be supervised by adults they are less familiar with.  
 
We will make best endeavours to comply with this ‘bubble’ approach by having staggered drop off and 
collection times, breaks and lunches. Lunches will be eaten in classrooms. The Government 
acknowledges that it is not possible to adhere to social distancing when caring for young children, and as 
caring professionals we know there will be many occasions staff and children will be closer than the 
recommended two metres. If your child has a health condition which makes them ‘clinically vulnerable’ 
under the Government guidance, you should be aware of this and consider whether you should keep 
them at home. Please follow any medical advice you have been given. 
 
Schools have been advised to clear classrooms of soft toys, soft furnishings and toys/equipment that is 
not easy to clean. Children will not be allowed to bring in items from home or take things home from 
school. Whilst we will endeavour to incorporate learning from the relevant curriculum (Early Years or 
National Curriculum) this will not be at the level we would have taught prior to the crisis. Our priority will 
be to keep children safe and occupied. 
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I know that some parents will prefer to keep their children at home due to family health concerns or 
anxiety about returning to a social environment. This is entirely understandable and you will not be 
penalised for this. For those children who do not return before the summer holiday, we will continue to 
provide home learning opportunities, although the feedback from teachers may be less regular due to 
teachers supervising children in school. 
 
In line with the Government guidance, we will accommodate children by priority: children of essential 
workers and those categorised as ‘vulnerable’, children in Reception, children in Year 1. The 
Government’s ambition is to extend this to all primary year groups before the summer break. 
 
In order to plan for children returning to school, I would like to get an idea of numbers. This does not 
commit you either way, but will greatly assist planning.  
If you WOULD LIKE to send your child to school, please email by 12 noon on Monday 18th May to 
school@signhillsinfants.co.uk, including your child’s name and class. Please also confirm that 
there is no-one in your household ‘shielded’. If you are classed as an essential worker under the 
Government guidance, please also give details of your job role.  
 
I will share further details of our plan to extend childcare once I receive further Government guidance 
and I have an idea of numbers. This will also include details of further actions we will be taking to keep 
children and staff as safe as we can. I am sure you have questions and concerns - we all have. Here is a 
link to the Government guidance for parents, which may address some of these. Could I please ask that 
you save any others until I send you more details of our plans, as your questions may be answered then, 
and there will be an opportunity for you to raise any further concerns. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
 
I would like to reassure parents of children in Year 2 that they will not be expected to go straight across 
to the Junior academy in September. If we are in a position to do some transition work before the 
summer break we will begin to do so, but I have spoken to Mr Carr and he is going to loan the children 
back to the infants for the start of the autumn term. Although it will not be our usual transition 
programme, the children will have the opportunity to get to know their new teachers before officially 
starting Year 3. 
 
Finally, thank you all for your support over the last few weeks. You have made sure our children continue 
to learn, stay safe and are protected as much as they can be from the anxiety and heartbreak many of 
us have been experiencing. I am so proud of all of our children and their families and the staff team that 
make up our Signhills Infant family. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Allie Majer 
Headteacher 
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