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Dear Parents and Carers 
 

The school office is closed. To get in touch… 
 

school@signhillsinfants.co.uk  
for general queries and for critical workers to let us know which days your child will be attending 

 
support@signhillsinfants.co.uk or 07716 742156 

to contact Mrs Barrett or Miss Parkin, for pastoral support or to discuss Free School Meals 
 

class colour – eg yellow@signhillsinfants.co.uk 
to contact your child’s teacher to discuss learning tasks or issues with online learning 

 
I hope you are keeping safe and well. I have seen several children out walking or cycling with families, and it has been lovely 
to catch up with them. Lots of children enjoyed taking part in our garden sports day, and we have had some great videos and 
comments on Tapestry. I was in school for the afternoon, and the children there enjoyed their races on the playground. 
Teachers are putting together some compilation videos to share over the next few days – there were LOADS of videos, so it 
might take a little while to share them. 
 
There are some useful ideas and resources on our website, and remember you can contact us if you need support with 
learning, behaviour, or just someone to talk to. Several members of staff are contacting families by phone to check in and 
keep in touch. They are using their own phones for this and withholding their number, so if you have a call which is 
‘unknown’ or ‘withheld’, it could be one of us. We are aware that there are a lot of scams operating at the moment though, 
so please check that you are speaking to us – we won’t mind if you ask us some tricky questions! – and know that we will 
never ask you for any bank details or to send us money. 
 
In school 
 
Our Childcare Team 2 has been in school this week, supervising children of essential workers. Thank you Miss Wilson, Miss 
Welsh and Miss Gavan, who have been in all week. Thank you again to the parents of the children attending for their 
consideration to staff and other parents by not entering the school building and maintaining a safe distance when dropping 
off and collecting. From Monday, Team 3 will be: Miss Lowe, Mrs Elliott-Gregory and Miss Hutson. Our school office remains 
closed so please continue to let us know of any changes to shifts or provision need by emailing school@signhillsinfants.co.uk.  
 
 
Home Learning 
 

Next week will be our last week (week 4) on the initial plan that was sent home in your child’s home learning folder. As we 
have done with our ‘Mini Beast’ theme this week, we will be posting some additional activities and advice on Tapestry 
relating to next week’s theme of ‘Space’.  
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Next week we will post a new 4 week plan with some new themes for you to get involved with at home. The themes included 
in our next plan are: 
 

Week 1: Plants and growing 
Week 2: Rainforests 
Week 3: Jungle Animals 
Week 4: Dinosaurs 
 

You will be able to find this plan on our school website or on Tapestry.  It will again provide activities and suggested books 
for Literacy and Topic which will link closely to the theme. Phonics, Maths and Handwriting plans for the 4 week block will 
also be posted on Tapestry.  
 
We will continue to plan a mix of practical activities, activities that can be completed in activity books and might also include 
links to exciting websites to provide a rich learning experience and eliminate the use of worksheets wherever possible.  
Teachers will continue to make links to activities on Purple Mash which can be found on your child’s ‘2do’ list, and other 
websites such as ‘White Rose Maths’ and ‘Phonics Play’. You might also find some links to some new websites that we 
haven’t used before such as ‘BBC Bitsize lessons’ for Year 1 & 2 children and ‘Education City’ which is for all year groups.  
 
BBC Bitesize 
If you are looking for something a little bit different and want to take a break from our planning or if you finish the activities 
and are looking for something extra, there have been some new resources released by BBC Bitesize for years 1 & 2 which 
provide daily lessons for you to follow in English, Maths, Science, History, Geography and more! You can find the BBC Bitesize 
daily lesson here  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons    
You can also find a schedule of the daily lessons here https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bitesize-daily-schedules-teach/zdtwjhv  
This is an example of what the Year 1 schedule looks like for this week:  
 
The National Oak Academy 
The National Oak Academy has also released some lessons to follow which 
include Reception age too. You can find the online classroom here 
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom 
 
Education City 
We are also in the process of creating log- in passwords for the children to access 
a learning website called ‘Education City’. It’s full of games and activities which 
match the children’s learning and similarly to Purple Mash, your child’s teacher 
will be able to direct you to games which match the learning on the weekly plan. We will send your child’s log in details via 
text as soon as they are set up and ready to use. 
 
Reminder to parents 
If children are completing activities in their activity book, please remember you can upload pictures of their work on Tapestry 
so your child’s class teacher can see what they have been getting up to. Bug Club reading books will continue to be updated 
by your child’s class teacher. Please remember you can contact teachers via email by typing your child’s class colour followed 
by @signhillsinfants.co.uk   e.g. pink@signhillsinfants.co.uk.  
 
Above all… 
Please remember – we understand that some families have several children trying to access devices for home learning, often 
at the same time as parents need them for work, some of you have very young children needing lots of your time and 
attention and sometimes it’s just hard to get your child to sit still long enough to complete a task! Please don’t worry – if you 
can manage half an hour each day to read with your child and encouraging learning, either online or practical, this is great. If 
you can manage more than half an hour each day, brilliant. If a learning task is proving a battle, don’t push it, come back to it 
another time. We know you are all dealing with lots of stresses at the moment, so please don’t let learning become one of 
them. We want our children to enjoy learning, whether at home or at school. If you have any concerns about your child’s 
learning, or need any help or advice, please get in touch  - see email above. 
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Free School Meals 
 
Unfortunately we are still experiencing problems with the Free School Meals voucher system – you may have seen in the 
news, many schools are in the same situation. I am in daily contact with the Local Authority and have emailed the 
Department for Education’s FSM section and they are trying to resolve the issue. 
 
A few parents have contacted us to ask about free school meals as they are not able to work at the moment. We are able to 
issue vouchers to those parents who have registered through North East Lincs council: 
https://www.nelincs.gov.uk/benefits/free-school-meals/ If you were not previously eligible, but now think you are, please 
follow the link and register as soon as possible. If you have any problem completing the form, please email 
support@signhillsinfants.co.uk and we can try and help.  
 
 
Re-opening 
I am sure many of you will have read or heard speculation over the last couple of weeks about when schools will re-open. 
WE HAVE NOT BEEN GIVEN ANY IDEA OF A DATE THIS MIGHT HAPPEN. I know you will be concerned about the amount of 
time your child is missing school and seeing friends and teachers – please believe me, we all feel exactly the same, and can’t 
wait to get back. I will probably find out at the same time as you, as things are changing so frequently. When we do have a 
date to return, please be assured that we will carefully plan the return, ensuring children and staff are safe, and to try and 
make the experience as positive as possible for everyone.  
 
I have already spoken to Mr Carr at the Junior academy and, if the return is after the summer break, we will arrange for 
children currently in Year 2 to come in to the infants initially. For children due to start school in September, we will be 
contacting parents to let them know our transition plans.  
 
Please reassure your children if they are anxious about this – as soon as we have information about re-opening we will let 
you know our plans. 
 
 
Finally… 
 
Again, thank you to those parents who have taken the time to send emails and leave Tapestry comments for us. One of our 
priorities is to keep our school family together, and your comments are really appreciated by all of us. 
 
I would also like to say a huge thank you to all the school staff who are working so hard in school and at home, replying to 
emails, making phone calls, planning lovely activities and responding to children’s work. Although we are not together in 
person, we will keep our Signhills family together in spirit. 
 
Thank you all for your continued support. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
 
Allie Majer 
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