
 
 
 

 
Reception Newsletter 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Welcome back to a new term! We hope you 

all had a lovely Christmas and we would like 

to take this opportunity to wish you a 

Happy and Healthy New Year.  

 
Our Themes 
 

Jack Frost has arrived in Reception and 

the classrooms will be turning into a 

Winter Wonderland. Our main topic this 

half term is ‘Where does snow go?’ We will 

be watching short clips from the film 

‘Frozen’ to inspire some emergent writing 

and art work for displays. We will be 

observing the changes to water when it 

freezes and melts, and finding out about 

polar animals and where they live.  

 

Towards the end of the half term we will 

be having a break from our theme to find 

out about Chinese New Year celebrations 

and rituals.  Here is a quick overview of 

our weekly themes for this half term: 

 

Week 1 – Winter  

Week 2 – Polar Animals ~ South pole 

Week 3 – Polar animals ~  North Pole 

Week 4 – FROZEN theme 

Week 5 – FROZEN theme 

Week 6 – Chinese New Year 

Children are welcome to bring in books or 

objects relating to our themes to share 

with their friends or put out on display. 

Literacy: 
Reading – We will continue to 

develop a love for stories 

focusing on reading for 

pleasure. As and when children 

are ready, we will send home login details 

to access reading books at home. Please 

indicate in the reading record whether 

they are making and reading words with 

their sound cards or enjoying their reading 

books.  

 

Phonics – Thank you for all of your support 

with our phonics work over the past term. 

It has been really good to see the 

progress that all of the children have 

made. This half term, we will be working on 

the following new sounds in our phonics 

lessons: ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, 
oo/oo, ar, or and ur. 
We will continue to send letter sounds and 

key words home each week. The children 

will be doing a range of activities to help 

them recognise letters at the start, in the 

middle and end of words, along with 

developing their recognition of key words.  
 
Writing - In handwriting, we will be 

focussing on accurate formation of all 

letters. It would really help your child if 

you could also practise letter formation 

activities at home. A good way to practise 

is to use your finger in a tray of sand, salt, 

sugar or flour, as you can feel the texture 

as you write and it also makes it fun! 

 
Maths: 

Number – In maths, we will be 

focusing on the sequencing and 

recognition of numbers to 20. 

Part of this work will be to develop 

accurate formation of numbers. We will be 

using apparatus and number lines, to work 

out one more or less than a given number. 

These practical activities will develop the 

children’s understanding of simple addition 
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and subtraction.  We are encouraging 

children to have quick recall of simple 

number facts e.g. what is one more than 
five? What is five add one more? What is 
five add five? 
 

Shape – We will be looking at simple 2D 

and 3D shapes and finding out about their 

properties and using the correct language 

to describe them. We will be using hoops 

to sort 2D and 3D shapes, rolling shapes 

down ramps to find out if they roll or 

slide.  
 
Electronic Learning Journals: 
We are pleased to tell you that our new 

Electric Learning Journal called ‘Tapestry’ 

should now be up and running. You should 

have received an email today with details 

about how you can activate your child’s 

profile online. After receiving the email 

you will have 7 days to activate the 

account. On your child’s profile you will be 

able to view and comment on photographs 

and observations made by staff in 

Reception. We hope you enjoy it!   
 
Reminders 

 

 Due to the cold weather, please 

could you send a jumper or 

cardigan and a warm coat into 

school with your child’s name in to 

ensure learning can be taken outside. 
 

 Children are welcome to bring hats, 

scarves and gloves to school, we have a 

box in the cloakroom for children to 

use. Please ensure all items are named.  
 

 We invite children to bring in a water 

bottle every day so that they can 

access them as and when they feel 

thirsty.  
 

 PE will take place every Wednesday 

morning for all Reception children, so if 

you haven’t already, PE bags need to be 

brought into school.  

 

 For safeguarding reasons, please could 

we remind parents and carers to inform 

a member of staff or the school office 

if somebody different is going to collect 

your child at the end of the school day.  
 
Diary Dates 
 

 Friday 22nd January  

and 

Friday 12th February - Celebration 

Assemblies  

Children in Reception are invited to 

bring in certificates, medals or 

trophies to show in assembly. Parents 

are invited to come and watch this 

assembly. 
 

 Thursday 4th February @ 9.00 - 

9.40am - Parent Drop-In  

This is an opportunity to stay and play 

with your child and have a look around 

the classroom. 
 

After Half term:  
 

 Friday 12th February - Celebration 

Assembly  
 

 Tuesday 15th March  

and 

Thursday 17th March – Parent 

Consultation Meetings  

These meetings will take place during 

the afternoon on both days. Sign-up 

sheets will be available with an adult at 

the door during the week leading up to 

the meetings.  

 

 

Thank you parents and carers for your 

continuing help and support! 

 
The Reception Team   


